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2019 Annual Workshop 

Hobart, Tasmania 

 

 

Welcome 
 

Thank you for participating in the ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate 
Extremes Annual Workshop for 2019. We are delighted to have you here and 
trust that the workshop will be intellectually stimulating and also afford 
excellent opportunities to spend time with colleagues and make new 
connections to expand your professional network.  
 

CLEX is a little bit over two years old now. Our research programs have very 
much ramped up and we are starting to see some excellent results.  
The 2019 annual workshop is an opportunity to showcase some of our 
research highlights and to identify synergies across our four research 
programs: Extreme Rainfall, Heatwaves and Cold Air Outbreaks, Drought 
and Climate Variability and Teleconnections. This year we have included 
interactive breakout sessions on topics that span all four RPs. These are 
current and emerging “grand challenges" in our field, so we invite you to 
bring your curiosity and creative problem-solving abilities to these sessions. 
We have also set aside plenty of time for poster sessions and opportunities to 
meet and network with people from across the centre. 
 

Whether you are a student, early career researcher, technical programmer 
or seasoned scientist, the agenda – which is made up of centre updates, 
science talks, keynotes, poster sessions and breakouts – will no doubt prove 
to be engaging and informative.  

 

This guide provides information on the agenda and all your need-to-know 
workshop logistics. If you have any questions not covered by this guide, 
please get in touch with Christine Fury, Jenny Rislund or Stephen Gray. 
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ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate Extremes  
The ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate Extremes (CLEX, or sometimes simply 
referred to as the CoE) is a research consortium of five Australian universities and a 
suite of outstanding national and international partner organisations.  

The centre is building upon the success of the ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate 
System Science, which wound up in June 2018.  

The overarching vision of our centre is to: 

…transform our understanding of the processes that cause climate extremes, 
including their dependence on climate change and variability, and to use this 
process-based understanding to revolutionise our capability to predict future 
climate extremes. 

This vision becomes all the more tangible and immediate when we gather as a 
whole Centre. We are happy to welcome you to our annual workshop, held at 
Hobart Function and Conference Centre. 
 
 

Acknowledgement of Country  
The Centre would like to pay respect to the traditional and original owners of this 
land the muwinina (mou wee nee nar) people, - to pay respect to those that have 
passed before us and to acknowledge today's Tasmanian Aboriginal community 
who are the custodians of this land. 

 

Our Commitment to Respect and Diversity 
Gender, ethnicity, sexuality, age, disability and other personal characteristics should 
not be impediments to your full engagement and enjoyment of the CLEX workshop. 
Nor should such personal traits be grounds for language or actions from any 
workshop participants that are discriminatory or intimidating. By attending the 
workshop you agree to abide by standards that are ethical, respectful and 
considerate of all other workshop attendees and venue staff at all times.  If you 
have concerns at any point during the workshop, you’re invited to speak to 
members of the CLEX Diversity and Culture committee who will be identifiable by a 
blue dot on their name badges.  

 

Workshop App 
We’re going digital this year with a CLEX workshop App! In the lead up to the 
workshop, registered attendees will receive an email with an invitation to download 
the Superevent App for iOS or Android devices. The app will be your copy of the 
workshop agenda in your pocket, will be used to make announcements during the 
workshop, facilitate scheduling ad-hoc side meetings and aid in real-time Q&A 
during plenary sessions.  
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A Sustainable Workshop 
This year, we gave extra thought to how to reduce the environmental impact of the 
CLEX workshop. We focused on reducing single-use plastic, and on choosing 
sustainable options when possible. Here are some measures we took: 

• No disposable coffee cups 
• All lanyards and pouches are recycled from previous events 
• No plastic or plastic wrapped CLEx branded souvenirs  
• No single-use packaging during coffee breaks 
• Vegetarian menu for all venue catering 
• An emphasis on locally produced, sustainable choices for catering  

 

Here are some more tips on how you can prepare for the workshop: 
• Bring your own water bottle 
• Bring your own lanyard and plastic pouch if you have one lying around and 

leave your lanyard and pouch behind at the end of the workshop 
• Bring your own keep cup /coffee mug for outside espresso runs 
• Print your poster on paper only, without lamination 

 

Also, have you considered:  
• You can start using your keep cup at the airport and on the plane! You can 

save a number of disposable cups even before you arrive 
• Have you considered having a set of reusable cutlery? Yes, they’re accepted 

on planes, and actually quite handy – for example when buying takeaway 
lunches 

• Ask if your university / institution has a carbon offset scheme for your travels 
 

We hope that these eco-friendly measures will carry on to all future CLEX events. 
Thank you for helping us reduce the impact of this year’s workshop! 

 
Registration & Icebreaker 
Registration will commence from 5pm on Monday, November 18th on the ground 
floor, The Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS).  

An informal icebreaker will be held in the Flexspace, located on the ground floor 
upon entering through the main entrance (see image below). Native Tasmanian 
Bushfood canapés and light refreshments will be served. Additional beverages may 
be purchased at delegates’ own expense.   

Please collect your lanyard and find your fellow networking circle members (see 
below) during this icebreaker session.   
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IMAS is located at 20 Castray Esplanade, Battery Point, Hobart.  

  

Workshop Venue Tue 19- Thu 21 November 
Hobart Function and Conference Centre, 1 Elizabeth Street Pier, 
Hobart, Tasmania  
Situated on Elizabeth Street Pier, the Hobart Conference & Function Centre enjoys a 
waterfront location, spanning 100m out over the sparkling water of the Derwent - the 
centrepiece of Hobart’s bustling waterfront community. 
The city centre location means the venue is close to many of Hobart’s best hotels 
and very easy to find. 

 
Telephone:	(03) 6234 0600 
 
Website: https://www.hfcc.com.au/ 
 

 
 



 5 

 

Wifi 
Wifi will be provided throughout the conference center. To login, use the details 
below:  

Wifi Name: HFCC Guest  
Password: 27635-58714 

 

Breakout Sessions 
Breakout sessions will be run to foster and develop cross-RP research initiatives. There 
will be four topical breakouts. Each will run twice, so you will have the opportunity to 
join two topics. Breakouts will be facilitated using the World café format for large 
group/collaborative dialogue. See below for a description of each breakout, the 
key questions each breakout will seek to answer, and for some suggested pre-
readings. To enable full participation, it’s very strongly advised to be familiar with the 
pre-reading prior to the session. Prior to the workshop, attendees will be asked to 
give an indication which two breakouts they plan to attend so that groups sizes can 
be managed a d allocated to appropriately sized rooms.  
 

Breakout 1- High resolution atmospheric modelling 
Lead facilitator: Christian Jakob 
 

Atmospheric models are key tools for both research and predictions on all time-
scales. In much of the world there are now dedicated projects for applying high-
resolution storm-resolving models with resolutions of a few kilometres or less on large 
domains as research tool on a regular basis. This trend seems to have bypassed 
Australia and a lack of ambition in this space has contributed to a lack of 
computing resources at the cutting edge. This breakout session will discuss ideas and 
options for a dedicated effort to reverse this trend. 

Three key questions: 

1) What large-domain high-resolution atmospheric simulations would be useful for 
our science goals? 

2) What large-domain high-resolution atmospheric simulations could we afford? 

3) How do we best organise ourselves to share expertise and results optimally? 

 
Breakout 2- CMIP6 
Lead facilitator- Julie Arblaster 

 
The main objective of the session is to learn about and discuss the scientific richness 
of the new CMIP6 database and potentially come up with some projects that could 
enhance collaboration across the Centre. 
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Three key questions: 

1) So many MIPs! What can we learn from CMIP6 that's novel and relevant to the 
Centre? 

2) So many models! What is best practice in evaluating and combining multiple 
models and ensembles? 

3) So warm! How might the increase in equilibrium climate sensitivity in many models 
impact our research? 

 

Key reading: Eyring et al GMD 2016 description of CMIP6 
and https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-019-0599-1 

 

Breakout 3- Tropical variability and teleconnections 
Lead Facilitator: Claire Vincent 
 
Tropical variability plays a defining role in the weather and climate extremes of 
Northern Australia and the Maritime Continent, which are home to both large 
population centres and significant agricultural regions. Tropical variability might also 
be implicated in the weather and climate extremes of far-flung regions - but how, 
and how should we correctly model and quantify this? 

Three key questions: 

1) What are the seasonal and intra-seasonal drivers of rainfall extremes in tropical 
Australia and the Maritime Continent? 

2) What climate-scale feedbacks are associated with tropical convection? 

3) What is the coupling between the MJO, the Australian-Asian monsoon, ENSO and 
the IOD? 
 

Key reading: Jin et al. 2019 

 
Breakout 4- Compound events 
Lead Facilitator- Nina Ridder 
 
The newly emerging field of Compound Events (CEs) research is addressing high-
impact weather and climate extremes caused by a combination of multiple drivers 
and/or hazards that act jointly to intensify the socio-economic impact of an event. 
CEs require different assessment methods moving away from the commonly used 
univariate statistical tools to more complex multivariate analyses in order to provide 
reliable risk assessments. However, little is known about the existing links between 
different hazards, the spatio-temporal scales on which these links act, or the driving 
mechanisms behind the co-occurrence of natural hazards.    

Three key questions: 

1. Where should we draw the line between compound events and traditional, 
univariate extremes? (Based on spatial/temporal scale? Statistical 
dependence? Can you think of any other metrics?) 
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2. How can we foster the interaction between the CE framework and other 
research areas (particularly within the centre)?  

3. Which past compound events have you experienced? Could we use them as 
a case study to learn about the driving mechanisms behind similar events? 

Key reading: Zscheischler, J., Westra, S., Van Den Hurk, B. J., Seneviratne, S. I., Ward, P. 
J., Pitman, A., AghaKouchak, A., Bresch, D. N., Leonard, M., Wahl, T. and Zhang, X., 
2018. Future climate risk from compound events. Nature Climate Change, 8(6), p.469.  
 

 

Posters and poster sessions 
All workshop attendees are encouraged to bring a poster. Posters should be no 
bigger than A0 size and portrait aligned.  

This year there will be three separate poster sessions and each round of posters will 
be hung for one day only. Prior to the workshop you’ll be asked to reconfirm your 
intention to bring a poster and will be assigned to present during a poster session on 
one of the three days. Like last year we will have an informal mechanism for poster 
presenters to be given constructive feedback on the presentation and content of 
their posters.  
 

It is your responsibility to keep your own poster tube. Tubes left in the poster room 
are unlikely to find their way back to their original owner and will not be stored for 
you. 

 
Transport 
Travelling from interstate  
Flights should be organised to allow sufficient time to get to Hobart by mid-afternoon 
on Monday 18 November 2019 and with time to get back to the airport after the 
workshop. Please book your flights according to your local travel policy. Your node 
CLEX admin person can assist.  
This year there is no need to report to report your travel and attendance in Clever as 
it has been automatically captured as part of the registration process.  
 

If you’re attending the additional ECR and CI meeting after the workshop, please 
factor this into your flight booking.  
 

SkyBus 
The SkyBus is an affordable and convenient way of getting from Hobart Airport to 
the CBD. See the website to determine which stop is closest to your 
accommodation: 

https://www.skybus.com.au/hobart-express/locations/ 
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Taxis  
A list of local taxi services can be found below. When possible, please share your 
taxi/uber with a CLEX colleague or student.  

131 800 Hobart: 131 800 
Taxi Combined Services: 132 227 

 

Accommodation 
All CIs, CMS team, admin staff and invited speakers will be staying at Ibis Styles, 
Hobart. Ibis Styles is within an easy 10-minute walk from the event venue, Hobart 
Function and Conference Centre.  Other staff and students are asked to make their 
own accommodation arrangements at the Ibis or other suitable nearby 
accommodation.  
  

Checkout 
Please allow enough time in the morning of the last day to complete checkout 
formalities at your accommodation and store your luggage in the designated area 
in the workshop venue. 
 

 
Hobart Functions and Conference Centre Map 
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Social Media 
We encourage participants to engage with social media. Our Twitter and Instagram 
hashtag for the conference is #CLEX19.  
To ensure that we maintain a level of professionalism and respect for our colleagues, 
we have developed this short guideline for social media use.  Most of it, as 
expected, is straight forward common sense, but please familiarise yourself with our 
social media guidelines before posting.  

Social media guidelines and information can be found on the CLEX website:  
https://climateextremes.org.au/clex-social-media-guidelines/  

 

Food 
In keeping with our aim to hold a more sustainable workshop the catering menu will 
be vegetarian. A day delegate package of morning/afternoon tea and lunch will 
be provided throughout the conference for registered attendees. Those who 
indicated dietary requirements when registering will be catered for throughout the 
week.  

 
Social Events 
Monday Night: 6.00pm Welcome drinks and canapés  
 
Location: Institute of Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS), 20 Castray Esplanade 
Canapes and drinks will begin at 6.00pm at the Flexispace, IMAS. This is where you 
will pick up your lanyard, meet your networking circle and catch up with colleagues 
from across the centre. You will then have free time to have dinner and explore 
Hobart in the evening.  

There will initially be a bar tab that will enable everyone to have one or two drinks. 
Once our tab limit has been reached, additional beverage consumption will be at 
delegates’ own (private) expense. Cash or card will be accepted here.   

 

Wednesday Night: Workshop Dinner 
  
Location: Ballroom, Hobart Function and Conference Centre  
The Workshop Dinner will be held at the Hobart Function and Conference Centre 
from 7pm. A three-course dinner and some drinks will be provided. Additional 
beverage consumption will be at delegates’ own expense.  

Mentoring circles 
Participants have been placed in mentoring circles for seating at the workshop 
dinner. The number of your nametag is the number of your table at the dinner. These 
mentoring circles have been developed to facilitate interaction and discussion 
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among workshop attendees that may not have occurred otherwise. You will note 
that your group consists of people from a range of institutions, research programs, 
and levels of research “age”. 

  

During the dinner we will undertake some activities linked to the Kindness in 
Science initiative.  

 

Tuesday Evening Explore Hobart 
There will be free time on Tuesday night for you to explore Hobart for dinner.  
 
 

2019 Workshop Committee 

 

Christine Fury 
UTAS Node Administrator 
Phone: 02 9385 9393 / 0424 622 411 
Email: christine.fury@utas.edu.au   

 

Stephen Gray 
Chief Operations Officer 
Phone: (02) 9385 7002 / 0403 802 027 
Email: stephen.gray@unsw.edu.au 

 

 

Melissa Hart 
Graduate Director 
Phone: (02) 9385 6263 / 0409 224 033 

Email: melissa.hart@unsw.edu.au  

 

Gabriela Semolini Pilo 
Postdoc  
Phone: (04) 5955 2043 

Email: gabriela.semolinipilo@utas.edu.au  



 11 

 

Andy Pitman 
Centre Director 
Phone: (02) 9385 7075 

Email: a.pitman@unsw.edu.au  

 

Ian Macadam  
Knowledge Broker Team Leader 
Phone: (02) 9385 8688 / 0432 935 378 
Email: i.macadam@unsw.du.au  

 

 
 

Pete Strutton 
Chief Investigator 
Phone: 0488 304 021 
Email: pete.strutton@utas.edu.au  

 


